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Go and be for everyone.
To help students understand that one of the 
best things they can do for the reputation of Christianity is to love outsiders.
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“Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?” (Luke 9:54b NLT).
“And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29b NLT).

“A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.” (Luke 10:30 NLT).
“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by” (Luke 10:31 NLT).
“Then a despised Samaritan came along, [just in case the Jewish people needed a reminder that they despised Samaritans] and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here’ (Luke 10:33-35 NLT).
“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” (Luke 10:36 NLT).
“The one who showed him mercy” (Luke 10:37a NLT). 

“Yes, now go and do the same” (Luke 10:37b NLT).
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INTRODUCTION
Last week we started talking about this idea of Inside Out.

TENSION
There may be no other area of our lives where inside out matters more than the groups we’re a part of.

When it comes to the groups we’re in, there’s something about us that enjoys being an insider.

One of the best things you can do for your life is to find the right group of people to be 
your people.
It’s our power to then decide who gets to be an insider and who doesn’t.

If you think about it for a second, there’s probably someone—or a group of someones—who you would consider an outsider.

We’re not doing anything against them. We just aren’t exactly FOR them. 

TRUTH 
Jesus tells a story that I think really helps clear up why we feel so conflicted about the whole 
insider/outsider thing.

Jesus was talking to mostly Jewish people, but in the story He tells, He talks about another group: the Samaritans.

Luke tells us that Jesus and His followers faced opposition from the Samaritans. 

One group thought they were better, while the other group hated them for it.

A man from the crowd asks Jesus what the most important command was. Jesus answers, saying to love God and love your neighbor.

Jesus answers with a story.

They likely assumed that the hero would be a regular Jewish person, like one of them.

This “despised” Samaritan felt compassion for the beaten up Jewish guy.

He didn’t allow group identity—being “in” or “out”—keep him from doing the right thing.

And who is a neighbor? Everyone. Anyone in need. That’s the only group that matters. 

Go and be for everyone. 

APPLICATION
In this story, Jesus is saying, get over the categories for a minute.

Loving your neighbor isn’t just a good idea; it’s a command.

First, decide who’s your neighbor. Then, decide to go one more step.

LANDING
Imagine what your school, your family, and this church could look like if we assigned value to everyone we met and did one more thing to help them out. 
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This Interactive happens during the Introduction. This Interactive is designed to help students start thinking about the inside out concept, and that what’s on the inside of something (or someone) affects the way we act on the outside. Try saying something like this:
In fact, there’s a lot of stuff that have unique things inside of them that affect the way it behaves on the outside. For instance . . .
Then show a clip from one of YouTube’s many “what’s inside” videos. (Just be sure to show a short clip and not a video that’s too long.) Here’s are two great ones:
· What’s inside a 90s golf ball? https://youtu.be/-D-mo8qBeGA?t=8m14s
· What’s inside a punching bag? https://youtu.be/r2bXqhC1tG4?t=2m5s
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Go and be for everyone.
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1 MINUTE + INT
Last week we started talking about this idea of Inside Out. The whole premise behind this series is to pay attention to what is going on inside of us. Because ultimately, it will affect how we behave on the outside.
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The Interactive for this message happens right here in the script. Check out
the Communicator Guide that precedes this script to find out what to do here.
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3 MINUTES

I want to start today talking about a different way of viewing inside out: how we view others.

The truth is, there may be no other area of our lives where inside out matters more than the groups we’re a part of.

Think about your school and the different groups you find there. It’s like everybody has their tribe, right? And it isn’t like the old days where athletes were popular and smart people were nerds and that was about it. Now, there are tons of different groups that include all types of people.

And no matter what you’re into, when you find a group of people who are somewhat similar to you, it’s natural for them to become your friends—your tribe. At the very least, they become people you can group text!

At your school there are probably 50-200 “tribes,” and chances are you’re in a few of them.

When it comes to the groups we’re in, there’s something about us that enjoys being an insider. Maybe you’ve never noticed that, but we all like being “in.” So we all fight to be in some kind of group.

By the way, this is especially true in ninth grade. For those of you who are older, I’m guessing you can remember what a big deal it was to find your “people” in ninth grade. It’s huge. 

And just so you all know, there’s nothing wrong with this! One of the best things you can do for your life is to find the right group of people to be your people. Some of you have found that here at church, and that’s awesome!

At the same time, there’s a flip side to being in a group that most people never talk about: It’s our power to then decide who gets to be an insider and who doesn’t. In fact, we sometimes have a tendency to protect the group by keeping outsiders out.

If you think about it for a second, there’s probably someone—or a group of someones—who you would consider an outsider. You don’t hate them, but deep down it would bug you if . . .
· They showed up when you’re hanging out with your friends.
· They started dating one of your friends.
· They came to this youth group.
· They joined your small group.
Some people would bother you more than others, but deep down, we all feel like we’d have good reasons for being annoyed by them coming close to our tribe.
· Maybe they act so different from you that you just can’t relate.

· Maybe they did something that makes you believe that they’re not a good person.

· Maybe they did something to YOU that makes you sure they’re a bad person!

We all have our reasons. And oftentimes, they’re valid. So we remind ourselves of those reasons often. And while we’re not outright mean to those people, we certainly don’t go out of our way to bring them into our group. We’re not doing anything against them. We just aren’t exactly FOR them. 

We all get it, but deep down we all feel kind of weird about it, too, don’t we? Even if we know we’re right and they’re not great people, there’s something in us that feels like we shouldn’t act that way. We wouldn’t want them to know we feel that way about them. Anybody know what I’m talking about? 
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6 MINUTES

That’s why I love what we’re talking about today. In the gospel of Luke, chapter ten, Jesus tells a story that I think really helps clear up why we feel so conflicted about the whole 
insider/outsider thing.

He starts by bringing up one particular group that His audience would’ve felt strongly about in a bad way. Jesus was talking to mostly Jewish people, but in the story He tells, He talks about another group: the Samaritans.

This would have caused a hush to come over the crowd. Actually, just one chapter earlier, Luke tells us that Jesus and His followers faced opposition from the Samaritans. They were, in some ways, the enemy.

As Jesus was heading toward Jerusalem, He sent a few disciples ahead of Him to a Samaritan village to prepare for Him. The Samaritans weren’t interested, and what do the disciples ask 
of Jesus? 

“Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?” (Luke 9:54b NLT).
Wait, what? Let’s ring the overreaction alarm! Is “fire from heaven” even an option?
One statement like this and it becomes clear, quickly, that there was some bad blood between Jewish and Samaritan people. But it went back much farther. Samaritans were looked down on because they had Jewish ancestry, but at some point they started marrying people from foreign cultures, so they were no longer pureblooded people.

As a result, the Jews and Samaritans lived with a mutual hatred. One group thought they were better, while the other group hated them for it. It doesn’t sound that much different from modern culture, does it?

Okay, back to Jesus’ audience. A man from the crowd asks Jesus what the most important command was. Jesus answers, saying to love God and love your neighbor.

The guy who asked the questions follows up. He wants to make sure he gets this right.
“And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29b NLT).
This guy is all of us. He’s asking the same question we’re asking. We want to be a part of the right crowd and avoid the wrong one. We want to know who we can and should be “in” with, and who we can’t and shouldn’t.

So Jesus does what He does best: He answers with a story.
“A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.” (Luke 10:30 NLT).
So far, everyone is tracking. It opens with a Jewish guy. “He’s one of us,” they’re thinking. Got it. Jesus continues:

“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by” (Luke 10:31 NLT).
This would’ve been a bit of a surprise. The priests were supposed to be the holiest people, the do-gooders in their culture. But at the same time, priests were required to stay pure. If this guy had been beaten up, then maybe it would’ve been okay for him to pass by.

Maybe.

Jesus continues by talking about a Temple assistant who passed by the man as well. Now the crowd was wondering where this story was going. Who was going to help this Jewish man? Who was going to step in and do what needed to be done? They likely assumed that the hero would be a regular Jewish person, like one of them.

Not exactly. Jesus continues with His story:
“Then a despised Samaritan came along, [just in case the Jewish people needed a reminder that they despised Samaritans] and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here’ (Luke 10:33-35 NLT).
Let that sink in for a minute. This “despised” Samaritan felt compassion for the beaten up Jewish guy. So much so that he soothed and bandaged his wounds, took him to an inn, and paid for 
his care.

Then Jesus brings the thunder:
“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” (Luke 10:36 NLT).
Jesus doesn’t ask, “Who was a neighbor to the Jewish man?” He asks, “Who was a neighbor to the man who was attacked?”

And He did that for a reason: to make a point that the most important thing about this hurt man in this moment wasn’t his place inside of a group. It wasn’t that he was a fellow Jew; it was that he had been abused and abandoned. Religion and ethnicity didn’t matter. He was a victim.

The response by the man who asked Jesus the question?

“The one who showed him mercy” (Luke 10:37a NLT). 

The man likely couldn’t even bring himself to say the word Samaritan, but he got the point. The point was that one man acted. He didn’t allow group identity—being “in” or “out”—keep him from doing the right thing.

Then Jesus ends the conversation by saying, 
“Yes, now go and do the same” (Luke 10:37b NLT).
This was NOT a crowd-pleaser story! No standing ovation for this one!

This was a story that left people feeling confused, convicted, and probably a little disoriented. Why? Because their group identity was everything. The entire Temple system, which was their religious system, was based on people’s various positions in various groups.
· Women were only allowed so far into the temple.

· Gentiles, people who weren’t Jewish, were only allowed so far in after them.

· Men, who were not descendants from a specific family line, were only allowed so far in.

· And certain priests on specific days were only allowed so far in.

Just like our own friend groups, there were levels of being insiders and outsiders. Their entire world revolved around boundaries of who was in (good) and who was out (bad). And in one story, Jesus blows up that entire idea. The only group that matters is your “neighbor.”

And who is a neighbor? Everyone. Anyone in need. That’s the only group that matters. 

So Jesus is basically saying . . .
Go and be for everyone.
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3 MINUTES

It’s hard for us to imagine the emotion that would’ve been felt around this story.

But chances are, there’s at least one person or group of people that we have some kind of negative feeling about. They’ve probably already come to mind for you.

In this story, Jesus is saying, get over the categories for a minute. The person you can’t stand, and the group you’d rather not interact with? They’re your neighbors.

This is huge no matter what you believe. But if you’re a Christian, this is especially important. Because loving your neighbor isn’t just a good idea; it’s a command. Jesus was crystal clear that if we choose to follow Him, this is part of the deal! No insiders or outsiders. Just neighbors. And our job is to love them. 

So how do we do it?

First, decide who’s your neighbor. We’ll never treat people with the worth they deserve if we aren’t first willing to see the worth they already have. Loving our neighbor begins by seeing them as our neighbor. When we see someone as made in the image of God, it becomes easier to treat them that way. 

Decide to go one more step. One of the things I love about this story is everything that the Samaritan did:
· He could have bandaged him up and left.

· He could have taken him to the inn and left.

But he went one step further. He left extra money to make sure the Jewish man got the best care he needed and said he would pay the innkeeper any money he owed next time around. 

There will always be a normal and expected amount of helping people. If someone drops their books in front of you, you’ll probably pick one up. If they fall, you might reach out your hand. But what would one step more look like for you? What’s one thing beyond what is expected when it comes to the people around you? Maybe that means you . . .
· Don’t just pick up their books—you carry them. 

· Don’t just hand them napkins—you help them clean up their spill in the cafeteria. 

· Don’t just not make fun of them—you stick up for them when others do.
· Don’t keep them out of your group—you invite them in instead. 

Having neighbors is one thing. But loving them will always require us to take one more step. To act, move, and take what we know to be true on the inside and begin living like it is true on 
the outside. 
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1 MINUTE
Imagine if the people who treat you like an outsider went beyond what was expected to treat YOU like an insider. It would change how you think about them, right? It’d make you want to do 
the same.

Now imagine if this group in this room decided to do the same. Imagine what your school, your family, and this church could look like if we assigned value to everyone we met and did one more thing to help them out. Go and be for everyone!
I think it could change their world, and I think it could change yours. And I think that’s exactly what Jesus wants for you! 
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